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Abstract

The rapid digital transformation in the modern era has led to
fundamental changes in the structure of financial transactions and their
management mechanisms, giving rise to numerous jurisprudential
issues that require contemporary ljtihad to apply established Islamic
rulings to these evolving phenomena. The obligation of Zakah (alms), as
a financial and social pillar of Islam, lies at the heart of these
challenges, especially with the emergence of electronic payment
platforms, digital financial assets, and technologies such as artificial
intelligence and blockchain.

This study aims to elucidate the role of Fighi ljtihad (Islamic juristic
reasoning) in evaluating and adapting these modern technologies to
serve the application of Zakah. It employs two main methodological
approaches: the inductive-analytical method to monitor emerging
jurisprudential questions, and the foundational-Maqgasidi (objectives-
based) method to derive overarching juristic controls.

The study concludes that these technologies are, in principle,
legitimate means. They are suitable for development and utilization to
enhance the efficiency, transparency, and achievement of the higher
objectives (Maqgasid) of Zakah, provided they are governed by Islamic
legal parameters and do not contravene the definitive, textually-
established pillars of the obligation. Furthermore, the study
emphasizes the necessity of concerted efforts between jurists and
technical specialists to build robust regulatory frameworks that govern
the digital Zakah ecosystem.
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