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Shariah Rulings on the Use of Artificial Intelligence in the

Management of Zakat Funds
Prof. Dr. Sanaa Alawi Abdul-Sada
Head of the Department of Islamic Financial and Banking Sciences
College of Islamic Sciences / University of Baghdad

Abstract:

This study aims to elucidate the Shariah rulings and regulatory frameworks related
to the use of artificial intelligence (Al) technologies in the management of Zakat
funds, in light of the objectives of Islamic law (Maqgasid al-Shariah) and
contemporary governance requirements. The study employed a descriptive-
analytical methodology by reviewing jurisprudential literature and recent studies on
Al applications in the Islamic financial sector, alongside an analysis of the
capabilities and Shariah limitations of these technologies. The findings indicate that
Al can serve as a legitimate supporting tool in managing Zakat, particularly in
calculating the Nisab, estimating Zakat amounts, updating beneficiary records, and
automating distribution processes, provided that a set of safeguards is observed—
most notably, avoiding sole reliance on Al for issuing Shariah rulings or making
substantive decisions, and ensuring the presence of qualified human supervision and
specialized Shariah committees. The results also highlight the importance of data
governance, privacy protection, algorithmic transparency and interpretability,
mitigation of bias and computational errors, and clear assignment of Shariah and
legal responsibilities. The study concludes that employing Al in Zakat fund
management can enhance efficiency, justice, and sufficiency for beneficiaries,
provided it operates within a disciplined Shariah-compliant and operational
framework that preserves the objectives of Islamic law and the rights of the poor.

Keywords: Artificial Intelligence, Zakat, Shariah Rulings, Fund Management,
Islamic Jurisprudence
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